
17.30.623 ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

(f) No increases are allowed above naturally occurring concentrations of 
sediment or suspended sediment (except as permitted in 75-5-318, MCA), settleable 
solids, oils, or floating solids, which will or are likely to create a nuisance or render 
the waters harmful, detrimental, or injurious to public health, recreation, safety, 
welfare, livestock, wild animals, birds, fish, or other wildlife. 

(g) True color must not be increased more than five color units above 
naturally occurring color. 

(h) Concentrations of carcinogenic, bioconcentrating, toxic, radioactive, 
nutrient, or harmful parameters may not exceed the applicable standards set forth in 
Department Circular DEQ-7 and, unless a nutrient standards variance has been 
granted, Department Circular DEQ-12A. 

(i) Dischargers issued permits under ARM Title 17, chapter 30, subchapter 
13, shall conform with ARM Title 17, chapter 30, subchapter 7, the nondegradation 
rules, and may not cause receiving water concentrations to exceed the applicable 
standards specified in Department Circular DEQ-7 and, unless a nutrient standards 
variance has been granted, Department Circular DEQ-12A when stream flows equal 
or exceed the design flows specified in ARM 17.30.635(2). 

G) If site-specific criteria for aquatic life are adopted using the procedures 
given in 75-5-310, MCA, the criteria shall be used as water quality standards for the 
affected waters and as the basis for permit limits instead of the applicable standards 
in Department Circular DEQ-7. 

(k) In accordance with 75-5-306(1 ), MCA, it is not necessary that wastes be 
treated to a purer condition than the natural condition of the receiving water as long 
as the minimum treatment requirements, adopted pursuant to 75-5-305, MCA, are 
met. (History: 75-5-201, 75-5-301, MCA; IMP, 75-5-301, 75-5-313, MCA; Eff. 
12/31/72; AMO, Eff. 11/4/73; AMO, Eff. 9/5/74; AMO, 1980 MAR p. 2252, Eff. 8/1/80; 
AMO, 1982 MAR p. 1746, Eff. 10/1/82; AMO, 1984 MAR p. 1802, Eff. 12/14/84; 
AMO, 1988 MAR p. 1191, Eff. 6/10/88; AMO, 1994 MAR p. 2136, Eff. 8/12/94; AMO, 
1995 MAR p. 1798, Eff. 9/15/95; AMO, 1996 MAR p. 555, Eff. 2/23/96; TRANS, from 
DHES, and AMO, 1996 MAR p. 1499, Eff. 6/7/96; AMO, 1999 MAR p. 94, Eff. 
1/15/99; AMO, 1999 MAR p. 2257, Eff. 10/8/99; AMO, 1999 MAR p. 2275, Eff. 
10/8/99; AMO, 2002 MAR p. 387, Eff. 2/15/02; AMO, 2006 MAR p. 528, Eff. 2/24/06; 
AMO, 2014 MAR p. 1815, Eff. 8/8/14.) 
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